
Wednesday 15  July 2026, 9.00 - 17.00th

City & Guilds Building, Lecture Theatre 200 - Imperial’s South Kensington Campus

Opening Remarks

Building Climate Resilience
Chair: Dr Jessica Thorn

Lightning Talks

10 Minute Talks

Chair: Dr Sunday Popo-Ola
Towards Equitable Partnerships

Africa Innovates promotes collaboration between Africa-focused science, policy, and education
initiatives at Imperial while building partnerships with external organisations across STEMB (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Medicine, and Business). The conference brings together researchers,
policymakers, practitioners, industry, and civil society to explore innovative solutions to Africa's most
pressing challenges.

09.00

09.20

11.00

10.20

11.30

09.10

Dr Jessica Thorn - Centre for Environmental Policy, Dr Onesmus Mwabonje - Centre for Environmental
Policy, Dr Sunday Popo-Ola - Dept of Civil & Environmental Engineering, Dr Tim Weiss - Dept of
Management & Entrepreneurship

Armed conflict-driven environmental degradation and uneven socio-ecological resilience in Tigray,
Ethiopia by Zenebe Siyum - Centre for Environmental Policy, Imperial College
Climate-smart water management for sustainable food systems in Africa by Solomon Haptu -
Centre for Environmental Policy, Imperial College
Beyond vulnerability: Occupational heat exposure and nature-based solutions in adapting to
extreme heat in varying socioeconomic neighbourhoods in Windhoek, Namibia by Giesberta
Shaanika - University of Namibia
Perceptions og green-blue infrastructure ecosystem services in informal settlements in a changing
climate in Namibia by Johannes Andreas - University of Namibia

The role of forests in enhancing wellbeing and strengthening climate resilience by Ebere Ihemezie -
Centre for Environmental Policy, Imperial College
Virtual space science for Africa: A scalable STEMB model for climate action by Bright Ayenor - All
Nations University

Climate justice: Carbon markets as a dangerous distraction for Africa amid escalating climate crisis
by Dr Joyce Kimutai - Centre for Environmental Policy, Imperial College
Breaking the Cycle of Dependency: Economic Sovereignty and Just Transitions in Africa by Dr
Fadhel Kaboub - Denison University

Prof Faith Osier - Department of Life Sciences, Imperial College
Prof Washington Ochieng - Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, Imperial College
Dr Jessica Thorn - Centre for Environmental Policy, Imperial College

Dr Wayne Mitchell - Associate Provost, Equality, Diversity & Inclusion

Coffee and Tea Break

Panel conversation with:



13.00

15.30

15.45

Lunch and poster session

Know your bloodline: Exploring Sickle Cell Genetic Inheritance through Community Engagement - Mary
Adeturinmo - Imperial Sickle Cell Group

Coffee and Tea Break

Reimagining Public Priority and Health

Future Proofing Entrepreneurship and Infrastructure

Closing Remarks

14.00

16.15

17.45

18.00

17.00

14.45

The AI frontier in public policy: The case of Zimbabwe by Prof Tawanda Mushiri - Scientific and
Industrial Research and Development Centre, Zimbabwe
Governing AI in Kenya: Innovation, External Influence, and the Risks of Overregulation by Amb Prof
Bitange Ndemo - University of Nairobi
Moderated by Prof Mark Kennedy - Data Science Institute, Imperial College

The Commonwealth Startup Fellowship by Ingeborg Albert - Imperial College Enterprise Lab
Entrepreneurship Showcase Session with:

Can infrastructure investments in 2-3-wheeler e-mobility and mini-grids in sub-Saharan Africa be
mutually reinforcing? by Dr Philip Churchman - University of Leeds
How solar mini-grids could best support communities' socio-economic development? By Dr Chiara
Candelise and Dr Whitney Pailman - Centre for Environmental Policy, Imperial
Evaluating E Mobility Business Models in Ghana, Kenya, and Rwanda Using a Triple Layered
Framework by Dr Richard Oduro - University of Leeds

Co-organised by Dr Sunday Popo-Ola, Dr Onesmus Mwabonje, Dr Tim Weiss and Dr Jessica Thorn. 

 Diana Orembe of NovFeed
 Daniel Enebeli of Protein Kapital
 Faith Kuya of Safe Sip

The baby-killing superbugs in sub-Saharan Africa by Dr Felicity Fitzgerald - Dept of Infectious
Disease
Tackling bacteria with big data in Zimbabwe by Kevin Meck of Neotree
Families navigating sepsis treatment in Zimbabwe by Faith Kandiye of Neotree

Dr Jessica Thorn, Dr Onesmus Mwabonje, Dr Sunday Popo-Ola, Dr Tim Weiss

Dinner and Networking

Chair: Dr Tim Weiss

Chair: Dr Onesmus Mwabonje

12.30 Clare Turner & Amma Boakye-Daquah - Imperial Global Ghana, International Relations Office
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